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« Wherewithal ſhall a Young Man cleanſe his Way? by 
90 n heed thereto according to thy Word.“ 
PSALM exix. 9. 


© is Revelation ſatisfies all Doubts, 
_« Explains all Myſteries except her own 
4% And ſo illuminates the Path of Life, 
*, 66 ' Fools diſcover it and ſtray no more.“ | 
N | Cove. 


L ON P ON: 


PRINTED AND SOLD BY H. TR APP, No. 1. PAT ER Doerun⸗ 
now; ALSO SOLD BY J. MATHEWS, No. 38, STRAND, 


M. bc. LXXXVI 11. 


\- 


— TOY 
— 


SD 


— 


d 


— — . 2 * 
ern. 


* 


5 
— — 
— 


\ * 


DEDICATION. 


To THE 
MOST VIRTUOUS YOUNG MAN 

IN THE KINGDO 1. 
SIR, 


NSENSIBLE to the faſcinating charms. 

of Pleaſure, and happily delivered from 
the deluſive ſnares of Vice; you ſee and 
lament the degeneracy of the times, the 
profligacy of our Youth, and the ſpirit 
of diſhipation, which univerſally yan} 
among us. | | 


| You know the extreme folly and mad- 


neſs of thoſe purſuits, i in which Young Men 
= I moſt 
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moſt commonly ſeek happineſs ; that diſ- 


appointment will inevitably enſue; and 


that, after the ſhort blaze of mirth is 
over, pain, remorſe, and miſery will be 
the only fruit of their labour. 


THe perverſion and abuſe of the talents, 
with which they are by nature or by birth 
endued, muſt give the moſt ſenſible pain 
to every thinking mind; and cannot fail 
to awaken your tendereſt feelings and | 
ſympathetic concern: ſeeing the devaſta- 
tion which vice 1s making in their morals, 
and that every virtuous principle 1s blaſted 
by i it. 


In a ſoil thus cit no ls 
of virtue, no flowers of {cience—nothing 
that 18 uſeful or. ornamental to human 


-nature, can thrive or flouriſh, Pleaſure 


weakens the powers of the mind, and 
checks every exertion, but thoſe which 
are directed to that object: and Vice is 

= | | the 
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the ſure offspring and inſeparable com- | 
panion of inordinate Pleaſure, 


Ir is your ſupreme felicity, Sir, that 
you have ſeen the folly of ſuch conduct; 
that you have experienced the reverſe of 
it; and that you now enjoy the ſublime 
delight, reſulting from the practice of 
virtue, in all its various branches. You 
know, that the fear of the Lord is the 
beginning, of WIS DoM;“ and that * her 
ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, and all 
ber paths are peace.” | 


To whom then can I dedicate, with 
' much propriety as to you, this little 
Publication? which ſeems to claim your 
patronage; not from any excellence or merit 
in the ſtyle or compoſition ; but from its 
pProfeſſed Deſign: which is, to correct the 
morals of Youth ; to ſtrike at the root of 
thoſe pernicious principles, from which | 
their vicious conduct ſprings; and to 
| e point 
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point out to them the way to true hap- 


pineſs. 


IN ſuch a deſign, I cannot doubt of 
having your good wiſhes, countenance, 
and ſupport; however ineffectual the 
means employed to accompliſh it, may 
eventually prove. And if ſucceſs attend 


| it, I ſhall have the ſatisfaction of knowing 
that you, and all men of ſenſe and lovers 
of virtue, will rejoice on the occaſion. 


I am, with the greateſt reſpect, and 
veneration for your diſtinguiſhed character, 


S IR, 
your moſt obedient, and 


moſt humble Servant, 


THE AUTHOR. 


p R E- 


PREFACE 


E great prevalence of Infidelity in this 

1 kingdom, and the corruption of morals 
flowing from that ſource, muſt, it is preſumed, 
be a ſufficient apology for any attempt, however 
feeble, to ſtop their progreſs. Profeſſed and 
hardened Infidels, who laugh at all Religion, 
boaſt of their rejection of Revelation, and bid 
defiance to all arguments, calculated to con- 
vince them of their fatal error ; will, no doubt, 
treat the reaſoning in the following pages with 
coniempt. Some there are, of a ſceptical turn 
of mind, who, garriſoned in their own ſelf- 
_ ſufficiency, and fortified with their knowledge 
of the learned languages, the ſciences, and the 
philoſophy of the day; think themſelves ſo 
right in the opinions they have formed, of the 
nature of God, his works, and bis moral 


* of the world, (which is all they 
s deſire 
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we ſee and lament 1 in their conduct. 


faſhion and a liberal education, are ſo caffy 
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deſire to know of him) that-they- deſpiſe every 
attack of this kind; and, like Job's Leviathan, 
eſteem all weapons, wielded againſt them, like 
* rotten wood.” Theſe, therefore, are not 
likely to be benefited by any arguments, un- 
adorned with the colouring of erudition, or 


ungraced with the flowers of rhetoric. 


Bur there are others, not yet Fr We” to the : 
ſame degree of Infidelity, whoſe minds may be 


Open to conviction, and acceſſible to truth. 
Theſe may be alarmed at the conſequences of 
the principles they have adopted, when the evils 


which .naturally flow from them, are fairly ſet 


before them. To ſuch the following Letters 


may be of ſome uſe. T he Yourn of this age 
are very eaſily ſeduced from the paths of virtue, 
and carried away with the torrent of irreligion, 
licentiouſneſs, and diſſipation, which deluges the 
land, and bears down almoſt all before it : not 
aware, that the depraviiy of their nature, which 
true Religion alone can rectify and ſubdue, 
Is cheriſhed by Infidelity, and rendered more 
prolific of all the evils and Ls ue which 


* 


* A, 


Ou Young Men of rank and fortüne⸗ of 
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faitiated into the vices and follies of the age, 
that they ſoon become averſe to every religious 
and moral principle. The name of God, if it 
be mentioned with reverence, as it ever ought 
to be, ſtrikes them with dread : although they 
can ule it, in the moſt profane manner, in their 
common diſcourſe, without any emotion. And 


they can even proy to him at times—not for 
any bleſſing; but for curſes and damnation on 


their own or others heads. Religion, therefore, 
is a mere bugbear to them: they are terrified 
at the thoughts of it; falſely conceiving its 
only uſe to be, to deprive them of all the plea» 
ſures and amuſements of life, without affording 
them any thing adequate in their ſtead : and 
ſo to render them mopiſh, melancholly, and 
miſerable. 


Norume is 10 deſirable to Youth, as inde: 
pendence, with full liberty, and an equal 
capacity, to enjoy all the pleaſures the world 
affords. Whatever checks or interferes with 
this, they conſider as the greateſt evil that can 
befal them. Tell them of the conſequences 
of their licentious conduct; that it deſtroys 
their health and conſtitution, ruins their fortune, 


and entails innumerable diſeaſes upon them, 
5 2 8 which 
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which will ſhorten their days they will hear 
you, perhaps, wich ſeeming attention; but will 


ridicule your advice behind your back, and 
laugh at it with their companions. Point out 


to them the conſequences in living or dead 


inſtances, the moſt affecting that can be con- 


ceived; it produces no other effect, than à tem- 


porary ſuſpenſion of their follies, if they remain 
ndt altogether deaf to your admonitions: and 
nothing but an incapacity to purſue their courſe, | 
will ſtop them in their mad career. But in 
ſome favourable opportunity or moment, when 
they are ſuffering under the ſad effects of their 
conduct, or in ſome lucid interval, between their 
various rounds of pleafure, which ſo rapidly 
ſucceed each other, that they are uſually in a 
kind of mental intoxication—if at ſuch a feaſon, 
a word can be dropped in their ear, or ſome 


arguments ean be fixed upon their minds, to 


convince them of their folly ; it may be attended 
with à very happy revolutiom in their views 
and conduct. 


Tur prevalence of Faſhion and the force of 
bad example are ſo great, and plead ſo power- 
fully and ſucceſsfully with the youthful mind, 
thar the voice of experience and admonition is 

entirely - 


entirely drowned. This tyrant, Favion, is 
arbitrary and cruel to his votaries in the higheſt 
degree. He not only commands with authority, 
and infiſts upon implicit obedience z but for- 
bids them to reaſon upon the propriety of his 
laws. Propriety, prudence, and confciencey 
all muſt be facrificed; rather than his commands 
be diſobeyed. If he command a Youth to 
become a fop, or effeminate in his dreſs or man- 
ners; to drown his ſenſes in wine; to indulge 
himſelf in lewdneſs and debauchery; or to 
_ curſe, ſwear, and blaſpheme the God that made 
him; if it be but faſhionable ſo to do, who has 
fortitude ſufficient to diſobey the tyrant's man- 
dates? Go, ſays he to one of his willing 
ſlaves; enjoy ſuch a vice, purſue ſuch a plea» 
ſure : it is my wi ] that you ſhould do ſo. The 
advice of friends, the commands of parents, the 
fear of God, and the thoughts of the conſe- 
quences, muſt be diſregarded.” The abject 
ſlave obeys; and after the moment of rapture 
and infatuation is over, he is probably miſerable. 
Yer, being faſt held in the bene 8 e he 
repeats his madneſs. | | 


How unwelcome to ſuch a mind -muſt any 
Principle be, which operates againſt this univer- 
: | ſal 
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ſal love of pleaſure, and being ranked among 
men of faſhion; this HET coop, which man- 
kind in general ſo ardently pant after; our 
Youth eſpecially! Let God, let reaſon, let 
conſcience, dictate otherwiſe; they muſt not 
be heard. Even the want of inclination to 
purſue ſuch courſes, is not to be admitted as 
an excuſe. T he ſpirits, ſuppoſe, are languid 
and exhauſted; the mind is debilitated, and all 

its faculties deranged ; the body is emaciated, 
worn -out, ,and incapable of enjoyment; the 


purſe is drained, and all reſources cut off: all 


taſte for pleaſure is gone—will not theſe circum- 
ſtances plead an apology for exemption from 
the flavery of this tyrant? No: nothing will 
be admitted but a total incapacity. 


Bur, beſides all theſe impediments, the miſery 
is equally great, to purſue or to retreat: what 
is then to be done? *<* Go on, though life itſelf 
be the ſacrifice” Here Infidelity, who had all 


along given her aſſiſtance ſecretly, ſteps in, and 
offers her aid without diſguiſe, * Religion and 


Revelation, ſays ſhe, are nothing but the dreams 
of ſuperſtition and fanaticiſm; or a juggle of 


knaviſh and deſigning priefts—THzRE 15 NO 
HEREAFTER |—Take my advice: here is a 


remed & 


remedy for all your miſery—this piſtol, this 
rope, or that pond, will do your buſineſs: for 
vou, and give you all the eaſe you can deſire. 
Tour miſeries will end with your exiſtence, and 
.your quietus will quickly be obtained.“ It 
were well if none ever liſtened to theſe ſuggeſ- 
tions: but the frequent ſuicides which occur 
among us, and diſgrace our Religion and our 
country; muſt convince us, that, in theſe cir- 
cumſtances, men often have recourſe to this moſt 
dreadful of all remedies, to relieve themſelves 
from their wn miſery, 1 | 


27 


ot 


Tum: pungent diſtreſs occaſioned by the eccen? 
"eric, vicious conduct of our Young Men, is 
great and affecting indeed. How often is A 
| hopeful Youth, the pride of the family, on 

whom they placed their expectations of future 
happineſs, cut off by his exceſſes, in the flower 
of his age; to the great diſappointment and 
grief of his ſurviving relations? How frequently 
- do others linger on a miſerable lite, with. A 
broken "conſtitution, from the age of twenty 
or *twenty-five, when their ſtrength ſhould he 
ein its full vigour: incapable of entering into 
any ſituation: in life, wherein they may be ſer- 
viceable to themſelves or the community? If 


ſuch 


it | xvi AP RAE F Ae. 

/} 188 | ts 

it | ſuch. an one, while unreclaimed, be Joined in 

[ P | marriage to an amiable, virtuous young lady, 

| | through the advice of friends, and hope of 
ith advantage; what ſcenes of delicate diſtreſs 

it „ are likely to enſue? What pain, what anguiſh 

i | do fond parents feel, when they ſee their chil- 
| 'k dren take to vicious courſes! What aching 

| j hearts, what anxious thoughts continually 

it oppreſs their minds ! what ſolicitude to reclaim 

| g them; and what apprehenſions for their ſafety 

5 i when abſent from them ! all conſpiring to ren- 
ö i der their lives unhappy, and to bring down 


their grey hairs wich ſorrow to the grave.” 


„ Tux ec ironical Shag of the front 
penman is peculiarly applicable to ſuch Young 


: 'Men, who are hurried on by their paſſions, che 
| 1 love of pleaſure, and the force of example, to 
| | 4 purſue every folly and every vice, that pro- 
þ i miſes them happineſs; and whom a thouſand 
19 | difappointments cannot convince of their errors. 
{ | "ny * Rejoice, O young man in thy youth ; and let 


thine heart cheer thee in the days of thy 
youth; and walk in the ways of thine heart, 
5 and in the light of thine eyes: but know thou, 
| 1 that for all theſe things God will bring thee into 
| ' Judgment 1. The concluding ſentence of this 
1 admonition, which forms a fine antitheſis, taken 
HOG in 
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in connection with the former part, may ſtrike 
them with ſome. conviction of their folly, and 

of the madneſs of their purſuits; ſince they 

muſt terminate ſo awfully. Unleſs they are 

become ſo ſtupid and ſottiſn by their vices, as 

to think there is no God at all: which „the 
fool wiſhes in his heart“ there were not. | 


Tr ſuch be the fatal ann of I nedelity, 
and if innumerable inſtances can be produced, 
to confirm the truth of the fo egoing obſerva- 
tions; who, that has any benevolence left in 
his boſom towards mankind, or regard for the 

| welfare of ſociety, can refrain from execrating 
this deſtructive monſter, or from attacking him 
whenever an opportunity offers? It ſeems to be 
the duty of every man, to uſe the weapons he 
poſſeſſes againſt him. And this mult be the 
apology of the Wy for making theſe Letters 
public. 


| Tae occaſion of their being written was not 
_ fictitious, but real. A young Gentleman, of 
one of the liberal profeſſions, was accidentally 
introduced to the Writer of them. Converſing 
with whom, . he ſoon diſcovered he had very 
little ſenſe of God or Religion upon his mind, 
C as 
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as he would frequently uſe his ſacred name 
very lightly and profanely. Yet it appeared, 
that he ſatisfied himſelf with having certain 


erude notions of a Deity: ſome great, ſtupen- 


dous Being ; reſiding. ſomewhere ; unknown 


to his creatures, except by the works of crea- 
tion; and conſequently not to be worſhipped 
| in any particular way; but juſt as every man's 


own fancy might ſuggeſt. Finding he had 
imbibed ſtrong prejudices againſt the Chriftian 
Religion, and eſpecially againſt the Scriptures, 
upon which it is founded, the Writer of the 
Letters thought fit to put into his hands, Soame 
Jenyns's book upon che Internal Evidence 
of the Chriſtian Religion,” as well calculated 
to convince him of his miſtake, and to remove 
his prejudices: and deſired to have his opinion - 


upon it. Which, after a peruſal, Ne returned 
| with the following remarks. 


« « ConczaxnG the Word of God, there have 


« in all ages been perpetual diſputes among the | 


e learned; concerning the works of God, I take 


« it there can be none, nor ever could be any. 


10 For the Almighty, by his infinite wiſdom i in 
9 the © uniformity, of the creation, has made his 
| wh « works 


- 
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& hits ſufficiently manifed.. For though two 


& philoſophers might diſpute whether the moon 
& had an atmoſphere, yet they neither of them 


Le 
a 


would be hardy or ſimple enough to diſpute 


by whom the 1 moon was. created. 


* Now honever early inſtin& diſpoſes mari 
to receive the unwritten law of God, it is ſtill 


an object of abſolute knowledge, not of belief. 


We know that God exiſts with a certainty little 
inferior to that of our own exiſtence, We know 
that he has given us a Law of our Nature, with 
as great a certainty as inward conſcience; or 


outward obſervation can give : and of this we 


are convinced the more our obſervations i im- 


prove our intelleRt. 


* Natozai Law is fourided on reaſon, 
which every creature who has 1t may exerciſe; 


and the creature that has it not, is not ſubject 
to the Law. Chriſtianity is founded in Faith; 
and faith proceeds from grace: he who has 


not faith cannot fulfil a law that conſiſts at 


leaſt as much in believing it, as in practiſing 


it: and whether a man ſhall have grace or 
no, does not depend on him. 
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i * Travs ſtands the difference between the 
* &« two Laws, as to internal proof. The contents 
| ; e of the Law of Nature are objects of ſuch a 
| = certainty as none but the Author of nature can 
* 2 communicate. Now where the Laws of na- 
fl. <« ture, reaſon, and humanity contradict the 
Wl, | 6 Scriptures,there they muſt needs ſtand upon 
| | nn « a frail foundation. 
FA I TAKE it, that the Chriſian Law is nothing 
Ns | «* more than the Law of Nature enforced by a 
oF 7 1 new Revelation: but no ſuch argument is uſed 
il „ by Soame Jenyns. The chief of his book con- 
i „ fiſts in Faith, and invidious compariſons be- 
| e tween us and the poor Pagans: whereas at once 
if the Inquiſition is a proof of the many human 
} | te ſacrifices made by the Chriſtians : therefore in 
5 e that caſe, the Chriſtians have been no better 
" . ad than the Pagans. This, to be ſure, cannot be 


„ & attributed to the Church of England, the 
4 


- liberality of which, may God for ever pre- 
ſerve! 


C Bur there is another and more ſubſtantial 
proof of the divine original of the Law of Na- 
ture; it is the plainneſs and ſimplicity which 
renders it intelligible at all times and all places | 

« alike; 


PREFACE wk 
te Alike; and proportions it to the meaneſt 
« underſtanding. This fact ſtands uncontro- 


« verted. 


ec I is very certain that divines have eſtabliſh- 
« ed doctrines, and decided caſes of conſcience in 
« direct oppoſition to the moſt known and the 
« moſt ſacred truths of nature. But two things 
% have checked this torrent of iniquity to ſome 
« degree; namely, the interpoſition of the civil 
power, and the difficulty of determining men 
nl generally and conſtantly, as individuals or as 
e members of ſociety, by precept, example, &c« 
< to act againſt the law of natural obligations. 
6 The Light of nature, like that of the ſun, may 
be eclipſed, but it can never be extinguiſhed; 


I Taxz it Mr. Jenyns muſt admit that the 
e divine Creator could not mean to inform his 
« creatures unintelligibly; for ſuch a Revelation 
& js tantamount to none at all, 


« CLEARNESS, Preciſion, and atrue conformity 

1 to the nature of things, are the perfections of 
« the human, and much more of the divine laws. 
„The all-bountiful Creator has ſhewn us our 
e nature, and our duty; by the firſt we ſtand 

| | <« in 
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in the loweſt relation of intellectual ereaturex 
4 to the Creator: and by the laſt, in that of 
« ſubjects and ſervants to a good and beneficent 
Lord; who has given us laws neither captious 
« nor ambiguous, and has commanded us no- 
« « thing what i it is not our intereſt to perform. | 


- © Taz Religion which the Supreme Being has 


given us, is veiled in the majeſty of his nature, 


« but manifeſted in all his works to be the true 
* and only object of our adoration. In the exiſ- 
& tence he has given us, and in the benefits that 


attach us ſo ſtrongly to it, this Religion, I ſay, 


« ſhews him to be the firſt and greateſt object of 
a Our gratitude. In the eftabliſhed order of 


4 things, ſubject to ſo many viciſſitudes, and yet 
In ſo conſtant, this Religion ſhews us the rea * 


« ſonable, as well as the neceſſary, object of our 
< reſignation; and finally in the wants, diſtreſſes, 


« and dangers, in which theſe viciſſitudes natu- 


< rally involve us, it teaches us the comfortable 


4 object of our hope, in which hope the Religion 
4 of Nature will teach us, no doubt, to addreſs our- 


« ſelves to the Almighty, and that to an entire 


reſignation of his divine will. But we are not 
r to expoſtulate with . as David did 


28 in 


PREFACE jt 


4 in his Pſalms: 7 nor to make Religion 2 
6. ſhew af outward geſture, as. ths: 2 
« Catholics dow 1 «0 1 au ON 


Nor thinking i it right to leave kim d in i this 
delufion, the Writer ſent him the following 
Letters, one after another, as he wrote them. 
The effect which they produced upon his mind 
was not adequate to the Writer's wiſhes ; but 
ſuch, however, as might have been expected. 
One of the ſhort notes which he ſent, acknow- 
ledging the receipt of the Letters, will ſhey 
how far they operated upon him. 


8 R, 


| 60 AM Nen obliged to you for 
te your favour, ſince you wiſh to reſtore to my 
„ideas that which you thought either time, 
6 negligence, or prejudice had totally obliterated 
« from my memory. I am perfectly of opinion 
de with you, that the fludy of the Scriptures i is efſen- 
4 tial 10 perſons even in all ranks of life. 1 hope 
I may profit by your kind admonitions: 
and remain, &c.“ 


Tur Writer- of the Letters has nothing more 
to add, than to ſolicit the candour of thoſe into 
_ whoſe 
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vhoſe hands they may fall, to excuſe the many 
inaccuracies they may meet with in them; and 
to expreſs his ardent wiſhes, that they may be 
uſeful, in the peruſal, to thoſe of his readers, 
who may unhappily have imbibed any of the 
Principles of Infidelity ; ; ſince they muſt operate, 
ſooner or later, like a malignant poiſon, to their 
Lertain prejudice, i if not to their eternal ruin, 


LET. 


"£8 £78 0 


ADDRESS AU 46 


, 
„ 

\ NE motive which induced me to put into your 

hands, Soame Jenyns's book on the“ Internal 

Evidence of the Chriſtian Religion,” was, to ſhew you 
that men of abilities, who were not led to the ſtudy of 
the Scriptures by their profeſſion as Divines, have 
not thought them unworthy their peruſal and parti- 
cular attention, A farther motive was, a hope that 
the peruſal of his book might tend to remove ſome of 
thoſe prejudices againſt them, which I found, by a late 
converſation with you, you had unhappily imbibed, 


I thank you, Sir, that, at my requeſt, you have ta- 
ken the trouble to peruſe Mr. Jenyns's book, and 
for the Remarks you have favoured me with on it; 
whatever the reſult eventually may be. At preſent, I 
am not ſo happy as to perceive your prejudices are 
much abated, or that you have profited by the peruſal. 
You may, erotic, probably think it preſumption in 
A me 


(+3 


me, to acknowledge, that I have now taken my pen in 
hand, in order to make ſome reply to. your Remarks ; 
as if I could hope to effect, by any arguments of mine, 
what Mr. Jenyns has not done by his. But however 
this may be, a thorough conviction of the truth of 
the Scriptures, of the great importance of their being 
known and embraced, and that they are highly inte- 


reſting to all mankind, prompts me to run the riſk of 


incurring ſuch an imputation, rather than not endea- 
vour, at leaſt, to remove your prejudices, although I 
ſhould fail in the attempt. 


© The ſubſtance of your Remarks, and of what I have 
gathered from my late converſation with you, may, I 
think, be comprized in the following objeCtions : | 


iſt, That God may be ſufficiently known by the 
works of Creation, which are intelligible to all rational 
beings; and that the Light of Nature and Reaſon are 
abundantly ſufficient to teach Men their duty to God 
and their fellow-creatures, That, therefore, 


2dly, There can be no abſolute need of a Revela- 
tion from God for theſe purpoſes, if men will but uſe 
the means they have already in their hands: from 
which they may form a Religion pleaſing to God, and 
which wiil lead them to happineſs hereafter, 


zaly, That the Revelation ſaid to be from God, and 
contained in what are called THE SCRIPTURES, is in 
ſome parts ſo myſterious, and in others fo abſurd, irra- 
tional, and contradictory; that the whole, at leaſt, 
cannot pofiibly be of divine authority. 


Theſe ObjcAions, I conceive, are fairly deducible_ 


from your Remarks on Mr, Jenyns's book and the 
| con- 


_ converſation before alluded to. 
ſhall endeavour to make ſome reply. 


To each of them 1 


And, firſt, . That God may be ſufficiently known by 
the works of Creation, and that the Light of Nature 
and Reaſon is abundantly ſufficient to teach 25 their 
duty to God and to their fellow-ereatures;“ are 
aſſertions directly repugnant to the general ſenſe and 
experience of mankind, and to the concurrent teſti- 
monies of all hiſtorians. The inſufficiency of un- 
aſſiſted Reaſon with the book of Creation lying open 
before it, with all the advantages that can be derived 
from the Arts and Sciences, has been lamented by the 
wiſeſt Heathens in all ages of the world: and ſome of 
them have been led, from this conviction, to predict 
the coming of ſome ſuperior Being into the world, 
commiſſioned to inſtruct mankind in the knowledge of 
God, and to teach them how to worſhip him in a pro- 
per manner: which their own wiſdom, they con- 
feſſed, was never able to diſcover, 


But let us appeal to facts and living inſtances; 
thoſe irrefragable arguments, which cannot be contro- 
verted. If any man will take the trouble to perufe, 
with this view, the lately publiſhed Voyages to the 
South Seas, he will ſee what human nature is, with 
all the tuition that their reaſon, in its natural ſtate, 
dictates to be neceſſary, He will be convinced, that 
after all their improvements, the beſt of them are found 
to be little better than brutes ar ſavages. This is a 
true, though a very humiliating view, of the boaſted 


* of human Nature. 


To this it may be replied, © Theſe people have not 
yet been enlightened by Science, but are ſtill in their 
rude uncivilized ſtate of nature,” But why are they 
»— ſo? 
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ſo? They have the boaſted means of civilization and 
refinement in their power, the Light of Nature and of 
Reaſon; and theſe are ſaid to be ſufficient for thoſe 
purpoſes. But let us take a farther view of human 
nature, with all the advantages which the moſt re- 
fined Arts and Sciences could give it. Let us conſider 
Greece and Rome, in the zenith of their glory, their 
power and refinement : when they were the miſtreſſes 
of the world, and the dread and envy of all other 
nations. At this period, the moſt abandoned profli- 
gacy and the moſt abominable kinds of wickedneſs 
abounded among them; and their Religion conſiſted 
in the worſhip of no leſs than thirty thouſand Gods 
at one time, 


In confirmation of this, permit me, Sir, to quote 
an author, whoſe veracity, as an hiſtorian, was 
never doubted; and whoſe repreſentation of theſe 
celebrated nations, and of all others deſtitute of the 
light of Revelation, has been confirmed by all his 
cotemporary writers. Thus he writes: That which 


may be known of God (by the Light of Nature) is 


manifeſt in them: for God hath ſhewed it unto 
them. For the inviſible things of him from the crea- 
tion of the world are clearly ſeen, being underſtood 
by the things that are made, even his eternal power 
and Godhead ; ſo that they are without excuſe, Be- 
cauſe that when they knew God, they glorified 


him not as God; neither were thankful, but became 


vain in their imaginations, and their fooliſh heart was 
darkened, Profeſſing themſelves to be wiſe, they be- 
came fools, and changed the glory of the incorrup- 
tible God into an image made like to corruptible 
man, and to birds, and to four-footed beaſts, and 
creeping things, Wherefore God alſo gave them up 
to uncleanneſs through the luſts of their own hearts, 

| | | * 


(= 

to diſhonour their own bodies between themſelves : 
| who changed the truth of God into a lye, and wor- 
ſhipped and ſerved the creature more than the Crea- 
tor, who is bleſſed for ever, — And even as they did 
not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave 
them over to a reprobate mind, to do thoſe things 
which are not convenient; being filled with all un- 
righteouſneſs, fornication, wickedneſs, eovetouſneſs, 
maliciouſneſs ; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, 
malignity; whiſperers, backbiters, haters of God, 
deſpiteful, proud, boaſters, inventors of evil things; 
diſobedient to parents, without underſtanding, cove- 
.nant- breakers, without natural affection, implacable, 
unmerciful.“ i 


If you are not tired with the peruſal, you are proba- 
bly diſguſted with the view of this picture of human 
nature, It were to be wiſhed, that the deſcription 
Here exhibited could be proved, for the honour of hu= 
manity, to be much exaggerated : but hiſtory and ex- 
perience convince us that it is not. And if ſo, it is 
very evident that the Religion of Nature can go but a 


very little way in reforming mankind, or producing 


that morality among them, which is neceſſary for the 
well-being of ſociety. | 


Although I might avail myſelf of adducing innume- 
Table other teſtimonies, of the inſufficiency of all 
human means to accompliſh theſe ſalutary ends; yet 
I forbear to enlarge upon this diſagreeable ſubject at 
preſent, chuſing to reſerve what I have farther to ad- 
vance upon it to my next letter. I therefore take my 
Jeave of you and the ſubject at preſent, 


And remain, Sir, 
| Your faithful Friend 


And humble Servant, 


„ II. 
S 1 Ry | | 
OWARDS the conclufion of my former letter, 
I gave you a dark and moſt diſguſting picture of 
human nature, when left to its own wiſdom, reaſon, 
and ftrength : which have, or will, I truſt, be proved 
to be totally inadequate to the great purpoſes, of diſ- 
covering the true nature of God, and how he may be 
worſhipped in a proper manner; and of inftruting 
mankind in the paths of virtue here, ſo that * may 
attain to eternal felicity in the next world. 


The ſecond Objection ic < There can be no abſolute 
need of a Revelation from God for the purpoſes above- 
mentioned, if men will but uſe the means they have 
already in their hands: from which they may form 
a Religion pleaſing to God, and which will lead them 
to happineſs hereafter,” | 


In 13 this ſubject farther, I beg Leave to 


| aſk, what the Light of Nature ever did, or could do, for 


thoſe nations which were not favoured with the light 
of Revelation? That it never reformed them, nor had 
any tendency to root out the evil propenſities and diſ- 
p' ſitions of their nature, and to reſtrain, within due 
bounds, the head-ftrong paſſions of their hearts; is 
too evident from the pages of hiſtory and from experi- 


ence, to need any farther proof, I preſume. And as to 


the Religion of Nature, it never roſe higher than to lead 
men to the moſt groſs and ſtupid idolatry; to the 
worſhip of ſtocks and ſtones, of images the moſt ri- 
diculous, and of dead and living animals, witneſs 
all the nations known upon the face of the earth at 

= this 


3 | 
this day, Chriſtendom alone excepted. What iden 
could theſe poor unenlightened mortals have of the 
One Supreme Being, whom they likened to the moſt 
vile, deteſtable, and abominable things? till they 
imagined there were as many Gods, as their fooliſh fan- 
cies could form abſurd repreſentations of him; all 
which they worſhipped as diſtin& divinities, 


In proof of the plurality of Gods worſhipped by 
the Heathen, and to ſhew what kind of Gods they 
were alſo, I would adduce the teſtimonies of Homer 
and Virgil, thoſe juſtly celebrated poets. It may be 
preſumed, they recorded the attributes and actions of 
| thoſe who were moſt famous among them, and univer- 
fally held to be real deities. The Gods they cele- 
brate, it is certain, were ſuppoſed to be living beings : 
but what was there in their characters that could claim 

adoration? They are repreſented as ſlaves to the moſt 
diſſolute paſſions themſelves; and how were they to 
govern mankind? as the moſt immoral in their con- 
duct, and yet were to puniſh mortals for their crimes. 
Such are the Deities which men, by their benighted 
reaſon, form to themſelves : and ſurely we may add, 
with propriety, © they that make them are like unto 
them, and ſo are all that put their truſt in them,” 


With reſpect to a future ſtate of rewards and 
puniſhments, they had as crude ideas as they had of 
their Gods. The puniſhments they conceived were 
horrible enough; and, as far as they correſponded 
with the crimes which incurred them, they were not 
deſtitute of propriety and ingenuity ; being tolerably 
adapted to them. But the happineſs which they re- 
preſented, as the ſupreme bliſs that human nature 
is capable of enjoying, is very degrading to it in- 
deed. Their Elyſium and the Mohommedan Paradiſe 
beſt evince what groſs Ideas they had of the feli- 
| City 
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city of immortal ſpirits in a future fate. Some of thoſe 
perſons, whom they ſuppoſed entitled to theſe rewards 


for their eminent virtues, were ſuch as diſgraced 
humanity, and were no better than the butchers of 
mankind. Others were diſtinguiſhed for ſome paſſion 
no leſs diſhonourable ; for they dignified, with the name 


of Virtue, ſuch actions as more properly denominated 
the doers of them baneful to ſociety. Even ſuicide 
they ranked among their virtues, But we need not 
wonder at their ignorance of moral virtue, when it is 
conſidered, that the moſt lewd, deteſtable, and abomi- 
nable rites were uſed in the religious worſhip of ſome. 


of their Deities. 


In your Remarks, you ſpeak much of “ the Law of 
Nature; of its plainneſs, certainty, ſimplicity, and its 
being proportioned to the meaneſt underſtanding,” — 


I wiſh to know what Pagans ever diſcovered, by 
their conduct, theſe attributes of the Law of Nature? 
for to them we muſt appeal for evidence. I deny not, 
however, that there is a Conſcience in man, in his natu- 
ral ſtate; which often ſerves as God's umpire, to 
determine an action to be right or wrong, in ſome de- 
gree, But the Conſcience, like every other faculty 
of the ſoul, is greatly impaired and corrupted; is often 
under the dominion of the will and affections; liable 
to be warped by the underſtanding; and to be bribed 
to ſilence by their united influence, when it ought to 
ſpeak ; and ſometimes to give deciſions totally wrong. 
What dependance can be placed on ſuch an uncer- 
tain, partial judge, I leave others to determine. I 
preſume, therefore, that the Law of Nature, as its 
operations and effects are diſcovered in the unen- 
lightened Heathen, is not capable of accompliſhing 
thoſe great ends, to which it is uſually held forth, by 


the rejecters of Revelation, to be fully adequate, 5 
8 ut 


097 


But I muſt further obſerve, that this Zaw if Niters, | 


which is ſo highly extolled by ſome, is greatly miſun- 
derſtood by them; and is not ſo eaſily defined as they 
imagine, in a country favoured with the light of Re- 
velation: for much is generally aſcribed to the former, 
which is derived from, and properly belongs to, the 


latter. Thus men often act unjuſtly, by robbing the 
one which they deſpiſe, and enriching the other for 


which they have a partial regard, with the ſpoils: 
either not perceiving, or not chooſing to own; how 
much they are indebted to Revelation for the know- 
ledge and ſentiments they have received from it z which 
are generally diffuſed throughout a Chriftian land. 


I muſt, therefore, take the liberty to repeat, that, in 


order to form a right and true judgment of the Law 
of Nature, we ſhould have recourſe for information, 


to thoſe countries, whoſe inhabitants have not the 


Scriptures in their hands. For I am perſuaded, there 
is not a nation upon the face of the earth, where 


ſome faint rays of their glorious light have not been 
conveyed by traditions ſo that the mental darkneſs 
is not ſo great as it would have been, had no Revela- 


tion been gi\ ven. 


From this view of the ſubject, and I truſt it is an 


iümpartial one, it appears pretty evidently, I preſume, 


that the Light of Nature and Reaſon, aided by the Law 
of Nature, ſaid to be written in mens hearts, is not 


ſufficient to guide them to the knowledge of God and 


his will, to teach them how to ſerve and worſhip 
bim acceptably, and to enable them to obtain eternal 
happineſs hereafter. And from hence I infer, that 
ſome Revelation was neceſſary ; or man, after all the 


exertions of his rational faculties, muſt have remained 
- Mo 1 igno- 


—— — = 3s —_ * > as 
—_— - EY — , ⅛ ͤuv — 4 
Xx S ; — — — FE. —— * IE _- . 


N 4 


Ez Ste 


tos A FS * 
— 1 . 

d 2 * PACE £ * — Es 

— — 2 == — — 2 


: r 
ox F 
. i EE Sr Std 

— — 1 


> — "2 Foo — 


2 


res 
— 
oy 
t 


. F 
ra 
> gh > 


EL 


ORE * . 


__ he 5 
oo Son 
* 4 


9 


a - 5 A 
. . x OI I 

: * 

- « 


t 1 


ignorant of God and- his will, and of the way in 
which he might be approached with confidence, and 
worſhipped with acceptance: and that, without a Re- 
velation, a future ſtate ' of rewards and puniſhments 
would never have been known : although Plato, and 
ſome others of the Heathen, reaſoning from analogy, 


had ſome faint conceptions of it. So ſenſible were the 
wiſeſt men among them of the neceſſity of a Revelation 


from God, that, arguing from his goodneſs, as mani- 
feſted in the works of creation and providence, they 
were led to expect ſome ſupernatural meſſage or Revela- 
tion of his will, by which they might learn how to 
conduct themſelves towards him. 


In infinite condeſcenſion to man, a Revelation is at 
length given: and given with all the concomitants 
requiſite to prove it came from God. His laws are 
promulgated with all the magnificence, majeſty, and 
terror of the Deity. The meſſengers who bring, 
from time to time, the divine counſels to man, 
come with the moſt authentic credentials. Miracles 
are wrought by them, to convince the world that 
they were ſent of God, PrediQions of future events 
are delivered by them: ſome of which begin to take 
place immediately; others at more diſtant periods; 


and others, when accompliſhed, are to remain laſting 


evidences to future ages, that God hath declared his 


will to man, and that his counſels ſhall ſtand. But 
how is this Revelation received in the world? Do 


men cordially embrace it as the greateſt bleſſing God 


could beſtow? No; they treat it, in general, as they 


did the Saviour of "AY who is the ſum and ſub- 
Nance of all prophecy, when he came into the world. 
Like him, it is deſpiſed and rejected of men; for they 

ſee no form nor comelineſs in it; nothing excellent | 
that they ſhould deſire it. 5 5 


The 


„ 


E 


The third ohjattion implies this: But it muſt be the 


ſubject of another letter, to enquire into the grounds 
and reaſonableneſs of the objection. In the mean 

time, permit me, Sir, to requeſt you to give what I have 
written upon the two former objections, the conſide- 
ration due to the importance of the ſubject: and let 


candour baniſh from your mind all prepoſſeſſion and 


- Prejudice, ſo that you may judge with impartiality, 
=o OT 
with great regard, Sir, 
: your moſt obedient and 


moſt humble ſervant. 
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LETTER II. 
0 


IHE third Objettion, which I conceived to be con- 
tained in your Remarks, &c. was, | . 
4 That the Revelation, ſaid to be from God, and 
contained in what are called THE SCRIPTURES, is in 
ſome parts ſo myſterious, and in others ſo abſurd, irra» 


tional, and contradictory, that the whole, at t len, 


cannot be of divine authority.“ 


The ſuppoſition that the Scriptures are 10 myſteri- 
ous as to be unintelligible, or ſo abſurd, irrational, 
and contradictory, as to be unworthy of God, who is 
ſaid to have given us this Revelation of his will, I muſt 
take upon me to ſay, is founded in ignorance: nor is 
the objection to it, That Faith is neceſſary to the re- 
ceiving of the doctrines or laws which it contains, leſs 
ſo. They both proceed alike from inattention to the 
true nature of a Revelation; the neceſſity of which 
ariſes from the inſufficiency of human reaſon to diſcover 
thoſe things which the Revelation makes known, If ſuch 
a Revelation had been given to the world, as approved 
itſelf, at once, to the natural reaſon and underſtand- 
ings of men; there would have been great reaſon to 
have ſuſpected that it never came from God, but that 
it was an impoſition upon mankind. 285 


That the Revelation in queſtion is above man's rea- 
ſon, and contains myſteries which he cannot fathom, 
and that Faith is requiſite to the receiving of its decla- 
ration and promiſes; is ſo far from being an argument 
againſt its divine authenticity, that, with me, it is a 
powerful one in its favour; ſince I can diſcover 
marks, indubitable marks, of its divinity throughout 

| | it, 


( 13 ] 


it, which challenge my aſſent, and demand my obedi- 


ence to its precepts. For what are we to expect in a 
Revelation from God, but ſome truths and diſcoveries 
reſpecting himſelf and man, which unaſſiſted human 
reaſon was incapable of making? Otherwiſe, there 
could have been no neceſſity for any Revelation at all. 
But a proper attention to its nature and deſign, and a 
ſerious ſtudy of its contents and uſe, would remove a 
thouſand objections and prejudices againſt it, ſuggeſted 
by the unenlightened reaſon and unruly paſſions of men. 
What, at the fuſt view, appeared irrational, abſurd, or 
contradictory; might, at length, by tracing the deſign 
and ultimate ends which God had in view in giving us 
a Revelation, diſcover infinite beauty, harmony, and 
conſiſtency in all its parts; notwithſtanding ſome may 
fill appear myſterious and incomprehenſible to the 
mind of man; which muſt ever be the calc, an finite 
can comprehend infinite, 


That there are myſteries in the Bible, and in the 
Chriſtian Religion, can be no ſolid argument againſt 
them with any wiſe or learned man, I preſume; be- 


cauſe he knows there are myſteries innumerable in the 


works of creation, All nature abounds with them. He 
can no more comprehend the union of his own ſoul with 
his body, nor explain how they operate upon each 
other, matter upon ſpirit, and ſpirit upon matter ; 
than he can explain the mode of exiſtence of the divine 
nature. He is therefore modeſt in ſpeaking of theſe 
things, leſt he ſhould, condenin himſelf, and prove his 
own ignorance; while he rejeQs a propoſition merely 
becauſe he cannot comprehend how it can be true, ſo 
| long. as it implies: no ſelf- contradiction. 


Much of what appears to be myſterious i in the Scrip- 
tures to thoſe who do not make them the ſubject of 


their ſtudies, ariſes from their not taking a comprehen- 
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ſive view of them. In the like manner, as the provie 
dential diſpenſations of God towards his creatures 
in this world appear myſterious, and incompatible 
with our natural ideas of wiſdom, juſtice, and good- 
neſs, in many reſpects. For how often do wicked men 
proſper in the world, and live in eaſe and affluence; while 
the moſt worthy and virtuous are ever ſtruggling with 
diſtreſſes and difficulties in their affairs, and both go 
down to their graves in theſe widely different ſtates? 
Now a ſuperficial obſerver and reaſoner may be apt to 
conclude, that, either there is no ſupreme Governor 
of the world; or, if there be, that he muſt be unjuſt 
and partial in the diſpenſation of his favours; and that a 
man may as well be vicious as virtuous, ſince the former 
character often fares better than the latter. But when 


an intelligent, well-informed perſon conſiders theſe 


things, he takes into his view a future ſtate alſo, in 
which the righteous Judge of all the earth will deal 
with men according to their conduct in this world, and 
diſtribute ſtrict juſtice to all. So that, the whole being 
viewed together, the apparent inconſiſtency, partia- 
lity, and injuſtice of God's conduct, vaniſh at once. 
Thus the Scriptures, viewed in a partial light, appear 
myſterious, irrational, and unintelligible; but when 
the great objects which God had in view therein, are 
contemplated collectively, they wear a different aſe. 
ſpect. 


Let it be conſidered, that the Scriptures repreſent 
man in three different ſtates : 1ſt, In the ſtate of purity 


j 
! 


in which he was created, 2dly, The ſtate into which 


he fell by his diſobedience. 3dly, The ſtate, to which 


proviſion is made for his reſtoration; and that God's 


dealings with him are founded upon, and regulated by, 


theſe different ſtates : and thus a ſolution may be given 


to 


(1 1 
to many difficulties, which would otherwiſe be 1 INCX» 
Pye. DEE: =P bY 5 


But thoks whe; quarrel moſt with Revelation, and re- 
ject it altogether, do it chiefly from other motives, and 
for other reaſons, than the ſuppoſed myſteriouſneſs, 

Kc. thereof. A little acquaintance with its contents 

i diſcqvers to them that their conduct is wrong, and is 
condemned by it; that it ſtrikes at the root of their 

fancied happineſs, which conſiſts in the gratification of 

their ſenſual appetites and paſſions, which they wiſh to 

do without reſtraint. They ſoon perceive, that the 

law of God revealed in the Scriptures, with all the 

doctrines and precepts for regulating the conduct of 

mankind are pure, ſtrict, and ſpiritual; and finding 

1 an oppoſition to them in their hearts, their reaſon is 

employed, with great aſſiduity, in raiſing all the ob- 

jections to them that their imaginations can ſuggeſt, 

The ſcriptures being calculated to diſcover the ſecret 

motions of the human heart, to humble the natural ie 

Pride of man, to convince him of his ignorance, and to . 

ſully the fancied dignity of his nature; the enmity of 

his heart is excited thereby; and, in order to juſtify | 10 

himſelf, he is ſolicitous to condemn that which would 

prove him guilty z and ſo denies the ſcriptures in toto, 0 

as a Revelation from God. = 


| The principal cauſe of man's denial and rejection of * 

Revelation, therefore, ariſes from his averſion to ac- q 
knowledge one great fundamental truth, which he 
may find a thouſand arguments to convince him of, 
and which preſſes upon him from every quarter; and 

that is, that man is a fallen creature. That he has loſt 

all his original purity, in which he was created, and is 

depraved i in his reaſon, as well as in every other power. 
and faculty of his ſoul ; and that his nature is now be- 
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come © earthly, ſenſual, and deviliſh.” That, in this 
Rate, he ſtands a condemned criminal before God, expoſed 
to the divine wrath and indignation; and that he is 
utterly incapable of delivering himſelf out of it. 


This great truth, fir, is fo humiliating, that men will 
ſooner run the riſk of incurring the vengeance of the 
Almighty, than acknowledge it. This truth is ſo 
clearly revealed in Scripture, that he who runs may 
read it; and it accounts more rationally for the origin of 
evil, than any other cauſe ever invented yet by man. A 
ſubje& this, which has employed the genius, and 
puzzled the minds of the greateſt philoſophers in all 
ages; and no ſolution of this important queſtion was 
ever given by any of them, which mankind were wil- 
ling to abide by. But the ſcriptural account of it, 
thoughꝭconciſe, is full; and ſatisfactory to all who are 
inclined to believe the divine teſtimony concerning it. 


I ſhall leave this important truth upon your mind 


at preſent, and reſume the ſubject in my next; remain» 
ing now, and at all times, 


8 1 R, 


Your's very ſincerely. 


LET" 


[19 1 


LEFT TER IV. 
„ 


' CONCLUDED my lat letter with aſſerting, 


from the united teſtimony of Scripture and Expe- 
rience, a ſad and melancholy truth, very unwelcome to 


the mind of man; but, nevertheleſs, written, in the 


moſt conſpicuous and legible characters, upon the 
whole creation; intelligent, animate, and inanimate. 


Elſe, whence all the evil that abounds in the world, 


natural, moral, and ſpiritual? Without the admiſhon 


of this truth, THE FALL or MAY, who can account, 


upon any rational principles, for the univerſal diſor- 
der which reigns, the various diſeaſes that fleſh is heir 
to, and all the miſeries which mankind endure? Can 
any one ſuppoſe, that the beneficent Creator could 
take delight in affiicting his creatures, or that he could 
do it without cauſe? Can they reconcile his con- 
duct, in ſuffering ſuch innumerable evils to befal 
them, with his Goodneſs, which ſhines forth conſpicu- 
_ ouſly in ten thouſand inſtances notwithſtanding ? or 
with his Juſtice, if they had not, by ſome means or 
other, merited ſuch treatment? If he were not of- 
fended with mankind, whence could proceed ſuch evi- 
dent tokens of his diſpleaſure, as are every where to be 
met with? — That perſon muſt have very ſtrange ideas 
of the divine perfections and attributes, who can 
ſuppoſe that God, whoſe nature is purity itſelf, 
and whoſe conduct muſt be guided by the moſt uner- 
ring wiſdom, and governed by the moſt conſummate 
equity, could form ſuch a creature as man now is, 
with all the circumſtances of his preſent ſtate, Yet 


ſuch muſt they have who deny the Fall. What comes: 


immediately from the hands of God muſt be perfect, 
RE muſk 


— — — 


* . bY . 3 8 ; 
= ; 8 ye. _ 3 83 , . n. - ” 
8 r. K S Dr 
2 9 —2 * 2 — — oY 4 * 4 4 £ 4 - 
5 5 22 2 2 — 3 . yt 2 3 AB * 8 45> 24 rn * p- * . * % XY 
* 2 * 1 . * - - ” 08 1 — * — — ; < 323 
. - 4 a 0. . 2 , lk * 5 


* e 

A 2 > > SE 

* 1 2 * 
4 2 


— 3 
72 3 —— 


N rc 
P 
2 2 * — 0 a - . _ 


C1873; 
muſt be good; yea, very good;“ as he pronounced 
the works of the whole creation to be. The lively 
Oracles, whoſe reſponſes I wiſh ever to abide by, declare, 
that ** God created man upright, but he hath ſought 
out many inventions,” 


| The Truth of Man's Fall being admitted (and let it 
be admitted for argument ſake}, how glorious and in- 
tereſting do the Scriptures appear! as they diſcover 
a remedy for all the evils incurred thereby, by reveal- 
ing the myſtery of man's redemption through a Media- 
vor; and the way of ſalvation by the free, unmerited 
grace of God; which all mankind are invited and ex- 
horted to partake of. No Religion, but that of the 
Bible, ever pointed out a way in which a ſinner could 
. approach God with confidence and hope of mercy. 
Herein Chriſtianity as far exceeds all other ſchemes of 
Religion, as the light of the ſun does the light of the 
moon : for if theſe ſchemes have any light in them at 
all, it is borrowed, and they ſhine by reflection only, 
like the Jeſs luminary in the heavens. No Religion 
but this ever pretended to ſhew, upon any good and 
rational grounds, how God could, conſiſtently with his 
own Attributes, be rendered propitious to ſinners. 
The Heathen had recourſe to ſacrifices, and offered the 
moſt ſhocking to human nature; for their own chil- 
dren were made victims of their ſuperſtition, But 
even this circumſtance is worthy of obſervation ; for it 
diſcovered the deep ſenſe they had of their guilt, and a 
perſuaſion that ſomething great muſt be done, to ap- 
peaſe the anger, and to obtain the favour of their 


deities or idols. 


The idea of ſacrifices, it is probable, would never 
have entered the mind of man had they not been 


inſtituted of God originally ; and the knowledge of 
| "them 
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- them been conveyed, by tradition, from one country to 
another, And the univerſal reception of them is ano- 
ther argument in proof of the propriety of the inſtitu- 
tion: fince they were no ſooner heard of, but a con- 
ſciouſneſs of guilt prompted the Pagans to adopt and 
| incorporate them into their religious worſhip, as an 
eſſential part thereof; as they afforded a ground of 
_ expectation, that their deities would be rendered pro- 
pitious by them. But having no knowledge of the 
primary deſign and end of the inſtitution, and that the 
ſacrifices commanded by God to be offered, were only 
types of, and pointed to, the great Antitype, the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Saviour of ſinners; they de- 
rived no real benefit from them ; being deſtitute of that 
real faith which alone could render them efficacious to 


| their ſalvation, 


Let theſe important Truths, the Fall of Man, and 
his Recovery by a Mediator, be but cordially received 
and the Scriptures, in which they are written as with 
a ſun-beam, will no longer appear a chaotic jumble of 
truth and error, of myſtery, abſurdity, and contradic- 
tions; but they will appear full of beauty, harmony, 
and conſiſtency ; abounding with truths of ſovereign 
aid to cure” all the diforders and maladies of our 
fallen nature. They alſo open to our view a glo- 
rious proſpect of everlaſting bliſs in a future world; 
life and immortality being brought to light by the goſ- 
pel. The Saviour of mankind, who is emphatically 


called the © Sun of Righteouſneſs,” and is the ſum and 


ſubſtance of all Revelation, ſhines reſplendently in the 
firmament of the Scriptures, like the natural ſun in the 
heavens; imparting light, life, and ſalvation to all 
who ſee and embrace him. In him all the rays of 
Prophecy center. He illumines the dark mind of 
man, and enables him to ſee his glory in the volume of 
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Inſpiration; though veiled, in part, in the Old Teſta- 
ment, in types and ſhadows, ſacrifices, rites, and cere- 

monies of various kinds: and in the New, his glory 

*ſhines forth refulgent to the eye of faith, and exhila- 
rates the ſoul that feels its need of a Saviour, 


The plan of man's Redemption, revealed in the 
Bible, is ſo much above his natural reaſon, though not 
contrary to it, that he never could have conceived it. 
A plan, in which all the divine attributes and perfec- 
tions unite and harmonize: fo that “ one excellence 
does not wound another ;” as is the caſe in all Religions 
of man's deviſing: wherein they repreſent MERCY 
triumphing over God himſelf, The Religion of Nature 
offers no remedy for the diſorders which fin has intro- 
duced. It bids a man climb to heaven by an impoſ- 
fible way; not affording him the neceſſary ſtrength 
and means: it therefore leaves him without hope. 
This is all the Religion of Nature can do. But not fo 
the Religion of the Bible; that points out the way to 
heaven, and directs the man where, and how, to ob- 
tain proper ſtrength for the performance of ny duty 


requiſite for that Sad, 


The Scriptures may be conſidered as containing a 
Syſtem of Ethics, of a more pure, refined, and ſpiritual | 
nature, and enforced upon ftronger motives than was 
ever found in any other books: Yet theſe Joſe much of 
their excellence and efficacy, if they be ſeparated from 
thoſe truths of Scripture ſrom which they derive their 
force. For which reaſon the Ethics of the Pagans are 
often preferred before them, by thoſe who do not 
chooſe to admit into their creed, the great and ſalutary 
truths with which they are inſeparably connected, and 
from which they ſpring. In this they act conſiſtently. 


But it muſt appear gs to thoſe who know and be- 
| lieve 


{00-7 


| heve the Scriptures, that any man, who had ever can- 
didly and impartially inveſtigated them, and compared 
them with the writings of other men, ſhould heſitate a 
moment to give the former the preference ; but for the 
: reaſons before mentioned. Even thoſe who affect to 
deſpiſe the Bible, and to extol other books above it, are 
much more indebted to it than they are willing to ac- 
knowledge: for they admit many truths, and receiye 
much information, which the Scriptures alone impart. 

If, therefore, to promote the moſt eſſential intereſts of 
| mankind, and to enforce the duties of religion and mo- 
rality upon the moſt cogent motives; if to ſecure'a 
due iubordination and obedience to the civil power, 
and to preſerve the peace of ſociety; if theſe be ob- 
jects worthy the attention and purſuit of all men, in 
whatever ſtation in life, let them embrace the Scrip- 
tures, and follow the precepts they contain; and all 
theſe ſalutary ends will be more effectually obtained, 
than by any other modes of faith, ſyſtems of ethics, or 
means whatſoever, of men's deviſing, 


I moſt ſincerely wiſh that you, fir, as an individual, 
would make the trial; that you would endeavour to 
lay aſide your prejudices againſt the Scriptures (which, 


in one ſo young, permit me to ſay, are no leſs premature 


than unreaſonable) ; and that you would begin to ſtudy 
them calmly and diſpaſſionately, as intereſted in t heir 
contents, which you indiſputably are. And were you to 
pray to that God, by whoſe favourand Inſpiration they 
were given, to enlighten your mind to ſce thoſe impor- 
tant and intereſting truths with which they are fraught; 
you might, ere long, become a happy partaker of the 

bleſſings promiſed therein. And ſhcu!d that period 

ever arrive, you will have no occaſion to regret your 

change of mind, or loſs of labour in the attainment. 


Nor will you need any arguments to convince you of 
the 
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the fitneſs and propriety of Faith in the glorious truths 
they reveal, On the contrary, you will be aſtoniſhed 
at your former incredulity, and condemn yourſelf that 
you ſo long reſiſted the force of fuch accumulated evi- 
| dence as will then pour itſelf upon your mind. Nor 
ſhould beat all ſurprized, if an ingenuous ſhame ſhould 
prompt you to confeſs openly your ignorance, folly, 
and profaneneſs, in having ridiculed the ſacred con- 
s cones of the ny VET7Ptares. 


I — with the moſt ardent wiſhes for your 


SIR, 
your moſt obedient, 


and moſt humble ſervant. 


- - To 


sn, : | | 2 


H AT Faith in the Scriptures is neceſſary for 
| obtaining the invaluable bleflings promiſed there- 
1 I not only admit, but muſt maintain: for he that 


cometh to God, muſt firſt believe that he is, and that he 
is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek him,” But 
no Faith is required, where there is no poſitive decla- 


ration or promiſe in Scripture to found that Faith upon: 
which having the veracity and faithfulneſs of God to' 


reſt on, the perſon cannot be diſappointed of his hope. 
And permit me to afk, Where is the irrationality or abſur- 
dity of this? Thouſands and millions have borne their 


teſtimony to the truth of the Scriptures, and to the 
faithfulneſs of God in fulfilling them; and have, with 


ef 


one voice declared, that they were never deceived, nor 


diſappointed of their e founded thereon. 


And does not the common oration of mankind, in 


their dealings and intercourſes one with another, ſuffl- 


ciently warrant that Faith which the Scriptures call 
for? Suppoſe a kind and generous friend, whoſe libe- 
rality you had often experienced, and whoſe veracity 
was unqueſtionable, ſhould promiſe to relieve you from 
any preſent diſtreſs, and to beſtow freely upon you ſuch 
favours as your future indigence may demand, upon 
your application to him for them; would there be any 
thing abſurd or irrational, in your ruſting to his word, 

and claiming his promiſe, from time to time, as occa- 
fion ſhould require ?—Your anſwer, I am perſuaded, 

will be, No. Nor can there be any, in relying on the 


faithfulneſs of God, and praying to him to fulfil his 
| promiſes, 


— — — — 


— — — — EEE — — — RD I EE En CEE SI _ — — — - — — — _ 
= - — ͤ — . 2 — — — . % - - = COS — — . — - — — S - — - — 
— = 22 CEE = — — * 4 = A ATI — — — — _ _ ͤ— — — — 
a — — — — — — — = — 37 — > <6. — 
8 ” = _ : — — — 2 — — — — ” 
= - = — — — — - — E. — — — = — — IIS 


LENSES — 
— — 


— — 


— —— ———— 
— 


j 


| 
0 


24 J- 


promiſes, made in the holy Scriptures : admitting that 
no ſolid argument can be. urged againſt their being a 
Revelation from him ; which, I am confident, is the 
caſe, The external teſtimonies in favour of their au- 
thenticity are as numerous as they are irrefragable, to 
all whoſe minds are open to conviction: and for their 
ce internal evidence,” I refer you to Mr. Jenyns's 
book; which contains many arguments not to be 
een 


I 11 ſometimes thought that the Scriptures may. 
be compared to the works of Creation. Theſe abound 
with ſtupendous rocks, with lofty mountains, un- 
ſathomable oceans, wild deſerts, impervious woods, 
and ſtately foreſts; as well as with fertile vales, mean - 
dering rivers, rich paſtures, delicious fruits, grains, 
and flowers of exquiſite colours; all decorating the 
earth, and cauſing that pleaſing variety, which at once 
delights the eye, fills the mind with admiration, and 
excites the heart to praiſe. All theſe different parts 
unitedly compoſe one beautiful, harmonious, magnifi- 
cent, glorious fabric. If we caſt our eyes upward, and 
contemplate the heavenly bodies; their ſtupendous 
magnitudes, their exact jegular revolutions, and their 
immenſe diſtances; we are loſt in thought, our rea- 
ſon is nonpluſed, and we are quite confounded : their 
language evidently is, The hand that made us is 
divine,” 


Now if any one were found ſo inſenſible to the 
beauties or grandeur of Creation, as to find fault with 
theſe ſtupendous works of the Almighty, becauſe they 
did not ſquare exactly with his ideas of proportion, 
harmony, and beauty, as if they were to be exa- 
mined by the rules of common architecture; would he 
not diſcover his ignorance; weakneſs, and folly thereby! ? 


Juſt as ignorant, weak, and fooiiſh, is that man, in 
my 


E 
8 my opinion, who preſumes to criticiſe; or condemn 
the Scriptures, which abound with heights and depths, 


with obſcure, ſublime, and myſterious parts, as well as 


the moſt obvious and intelligible ; merely becauſe they 
do not correſpond with his ſcanty line of Reaſon, with 
which he attempts, in vain, to meaſure their heights, 
or fathom their N 


The folly of ſuch an one is ain more manifeſt, 


Vbhen it is conſidered, that the works of Creation are al- 


together objects of ſenſe; the Scriptures, of the under- 

ſtanding: and if he diſcover his weakneſs in cenſuring 
the former, how much more the latter? of the pro- 
perties, beauties, or imperfections of which, if there 
were any, he muſt * be leſs 3 to 
Junge. 


That the Scriptures catry the ſtamp of divinity upon 
the very face of them, I defy the boldeſt Infidel, to diſs 


prove. And although the profane wit may find enough in 


them to exerciſe his wretched talent for ridicule upon 
the /ibertine, to pervert and abuſe; and the ſceptir, to 


criticiſe and cavil at; yet the moſt wiſe, ſagacious, 


and learned perſon may alſo find enough in them to 
exerciſe his erudition, and to gratify his thirſt for 

knowledge; as well as the pious, humble ſoul, to edi- 
fy, inſtruct, and comfert him. 


Having ſaid ſo much in Finite and vindication of 


_ + the Seriftures, you may be led to aſk me, What 
are the great advantages and benefits which mankind 
derive from them; and which they would not enjoy 
without them ?” I reply, They are innumerable. Fake, 
for inſtance, a general ſurvey of all Chriſtendom, 
and compare it with all the nations of the earth, 
wr mee with the beams of Revelation, and ſee 
D whether 


f a6 ] 


whether many national advantages do. not appear con- 
ſpicuouſly in them, which others do not enjoy? 
Again; compare thoſe parts of Chriſtendom which 
profeſs the Reformed Religion, with thoſe which are 
ſtill ſubject to the dominion and ſuperſtitions of the 
Church of Rome, and ſay, whether greater advanta- 
ges are not found in them? Of theſe ſelect one 
nation (you will excuſe the partiality), I mean our 
own. Great Britain boaſts ſuperior advantages to 
every other Reformed Country, for the purity. of her 
Conſtitution bath in Church and State. Probably 
you have not yet conſidered, that the excellency of our 
Laws, which render us the envy of all other nations, 
are founded chiefly upon. the revealed Laws of God, 
recorded in the Scriptures; and that we are indebted 
to the ſame ſource for our boaſted Liberty; for the 
more conformable the laws of any nation are to the 
Laws of God, the greater will the benefits be which 
the people enjoy. But the greateſt. advantage of all, 
though leaſt regarded, is, that the. Scriptures reveal 
to us the way of SALVATION from the wrath of Gcd, 

by free, unmerited — in the moſt clear and eupueic 
manner. 


But ain the queſtion returns: * Are the people in 
general more moral and virtuous than thoſe of other na- 
tions, or more exemplary for their piety, with theſe 
ſuperior advantages?“ This Queſtion draws from me 
a lamentable truth, highly diſgraceful to the nation ; 
for it muſt be confeſſed, that irreligion, wickedneſs, 
and vice of every kind, moſt ſhamefully abound among 
us. But, compared with other nations of Europe, we 
are not ſo profane, immoral, and vicious, I believe, as 
thoſe are: and with regard to true, genuine piety, 
which does not conſiſt in pompous proceſſions and 
e. or in ceremonies, but in the de- 

| | votion 


co) 


votion of the 1 to God, and e to our 


fellow- creatures; in theſe things I have no doubt but 


that we far excell them, although they are not ſo 


| general as wight be expected. This is no proof, hows 


ever, of the inſufficiency of the Chriſtian Religion to 
produce more ſalutary effects; but of the inattention 


of the people to the invaluable bieſſings which God 


hath put into their hands, 4 


The excelleney or fallacy of any 1 e i 
preſume, be fairly denominated from the conduct of i its 


Profeſſors in general; for no Religion, by the mere pro- 


feſſion of it, can benefit any man, Unle's he be influ- 


enced by its doctrines. and live conformably to its 
precepts, he may as well be without it, In this reſpect, 


therefore, the Chriſiian Religion ſtands on the fame 
footing with all others; the name of Chriſtian having 


no other effect upon the heart of a man, than if he 


were called a Mahommedan, or an Hottentot, a worſhipper 
of idols: for if a man's Religion do not affect and mend 


his heart, it can do him no real good. But let the doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity be cordially received, and the per- 
fon live under the genuine influence of them, and the- 
ſuperiority of it to all other Religions will be found as 
great, as the mere ſhadow of a thing is to the ſubſtance, 
For all the Religions that ever were, or now are in 
the world, are but ſhadows or imitations of that re- 
vealed from heaven, and taught in the Bible; firſt un- 
der the Jewiſh diſpenſation, and afterwards under the 


| Chriſtian: the former being only preparatory to the 
latter; both having the ſame object of worſhip, the 


_ ſame fublancs, and the ſame ends, 


8 bring the matter to a ſhorter iſſue, take the cha- 
racter of any eminent Chriſtian, and many ſuch there 


are recorded in hiſtory, and compare jt with any of 
| D 2 3 thoſe 
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thoſe celebrated characters among the ancient Heathen, 
whoſe virtue is ſo highly extolled, and who are held 

forth as patterns for men to follow. After an impar- 
tial ſcrutiny, and a juſt eſtimate of each has been 
made, I wil] be bold to ſay, the Chriſtian charaQer 
will be found to ſurpaſs the kleaten, in all intrinſic 
worth and excellence, as much as a diamond does a 
| pebble. I ſpeak now of their conduct as members of 
ſociety, and of the beneficial effects of it upon man- 
kind. As candidates for another world, and reſpecting 
the ground of hope which each had of eternal felicity, 
there is no compariſon. Shadows, clouds, and dark- 
neſs reſted upon the proſpect of the one, while that of 
the other was clear, bright, and luminous; ani- 
mating the ſoul to paſs through the dark valley and 
ſhadow of death, and to enter into that joy which be 
ſaw prepared for him, 


TI am, 
SIR, 


yours, &c, 
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VO way probably conſider the concluſion or my 
laſt letter as ** an invidious compariſon between 
Chriſtians and the poor Pagans.” —I meant not to 
depreciate, in any meaſure, the charaQters of the 
eminently virtuous Heathen : for, conſidering the 
little light they had, there was much to be admired 
and imitated in them. But they never poſſeſſed the 
| knowledge of the true God, and the means of having 
their nature renewed and exalted, which the Chriſtian 
does. I was not, therefore, blaming thoſe celebrated 
men, for not attaining to the ſame degree of piety 
and virtue as Chriſtians; but I made the compariſon 
merely to ſhew the infinitcly ſuperior advantages 
which we enjoy above them ; and thereby to condemn 
the conduct of thoſe who reject the light of Revela- 
tion, and chuſe to walk by the light of Reaſon and 
of Nature. Which conduct is, in my opinion, full 
as wiſe, as it would be for men to prefer the light of 
the moon, or rather of a glow- worm, to that of the 
ſun, to tranſact their worldly buſineſs by. 


J fear I have almoſt tired you with my long reply 
to your Remarks. If ſo, forgive me, fir, and impute 
it to its true cauſe—an earneſt defire to reſcue your 
mind from the deluſion of thoſe principles you ſeem 
to have imbibed, and to promote your welfare here 
and hereafter, You may be inclined to pity my 
weakneſs, perhaps, while you approve my zeal in 
the cauſe of Religion. If ſuch be your ſentiments of 
me, I can only reply, I write that which I know, and 
toſtify what I have experienced to be the truth ; being 
aſſured | 


| 55 
aſſured, beyond the poſſibility of a doubt, that the Scrip- 
tures are the word of God; and that, received with 
humility, ſtudied diligently, believed ftedfaſtly, and 
practiſed conſcientiouſly, they are able to make a man 
wiſe unto ſalvation; which cannot be ſaid of any 
other book upon the earth. This, fir, is what I wiſh 
you alſo to be convinced of, and to nene, 


You have, I doubt not, been ending and ſtudying 
the works of ſome celebrated ] nfidels, who are a diſ- 
grace to their country; and, I will venture to add, 
the greate/! enemies of mankind: for they would deprive 
them of the moſt invaluable bleſſings they can enjoy. 
They would, if poſſible, extinguiſh the light of Reve- 
lation, and ſet up the dim taper of their own benighted 
Reaſon, as ſufficient to guide men to eternal happineſs, 
But all they advance is wild conjecture; and thoſe 
who chuſe to follow them, will find themſelves 
eventually deceived and enſnared; and in dreadful 
labyrinths of endleſs error loſt, 


Permit me, therefore, my young friend, to adviſe 
you to leave theſe falſe guides in maiters of ſo much 
moment, as the preſent welfare and eternal happineſs 
of your immortal ſoul. Let me intreat you to 
examine the Scriptures for yourſelf, as a book, in the 
contents of which you are nearly intereſted ; and when 
you find a paſſage which you have been taught to 
pelieve 1 is irrational, abſurd, or contradictory to Conte 
mon ſenſe, paſs it by; and attend to thoſe which are 
more plain and intelligible; for much of Scripture is 
ſo. And while you read, examine your own heart, 
and ſce, whether you do not find its natural opera- 
tions more clearly deſcribed therein, than in any other 
book whatever. You will thereby learn the fecret 
ſprings and evil propenſities of your heart, and diſ- 

3 | | cove 


T0 
cover the corrupt fountain from whence they flow 
| @depraved nature. There alſo, if you take this method 


of reading the Scriptures, you will find a remedy for 


every diſorder of the ſoul; and learn the way to ob- 


tain the only true happineſs that is n wien | 


this imperfect ſtate : that 
Which nothing earthly gives or can e 


Tbe ſoul's calm ſunſhine, and the heart- felt joy: 


and complete everlaſting bliſs | in the world to come. 


practical Atheiſts are often to ho met 1 but 


there are ſew ſpeculative ones, who are hardy enough 


to avow their diſbelief of a God. And there is ſcarce 
a man upon the earth, who acknowledges a Supreme 
Being, but has ſome kind of Religion; by which he 
tacitly confeſſes that ſome ſort of adoration is due to 
him. And if he be diſſatisfied with the Religions 


5 that are ready made to his hands, he cuts out one for 


bimſelf, according to his own mind, and to ſuit his 


own convenience. For if he reje&t Revelation, he 


makes his own God alſo; and then frames his Reli 
gion to correſpond with him. The God he makes 
has certain attributes; the exerciſe of which he 
reſerves a power in his own hands to ſuſpend, as often 


as he pleaſes. His Omniſcience, for inſtance, he 


5 lays into a dormant ſtate, like a child in a cradle, 
whenever he does any thing he wiſhes his God not 
to know. And thus he acts with reſpect to his Juſtice, 
and all his other moral attributcs; for attributes he 
will aſcribe to him, when he talks to others of him. 
But this God muſt be both ſtuffed and clothed with 


the attribute of Mercy, but deſtitute of all diſcrimina- | 
tion; which ſerves to keep his conſcience quiet at 


all times, and in all circumſtances. Thus there: are 
as, * Gods — as worſhippers; for each is 
| ambitious 
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ambitious of having his own God. But a Chineſe. 
Figure with a trembling head, which a man keeps 
in his houſe for ornament, will do as well as any 

other thing for this ſort of worſhippers : who never 
trouble a church with their prefence ; © for they can 
ferve God in their thoughts at home, without making 
any parade about it.” And yet theſe men will expreſs, 
with great ſolemnity, the utmoſt concern and pity 
for the poor, unenlightened Pagans, who worſhip 
_ idols !/—when they themſelves are as great idolaters; 
both worſhipping alike Gods of their own 3 


Some of the rejecters of N have more 
faſhionable God to worſhip, which is held in the 
higheft veneration, and to which they profeſs to pay 
the profoundeſt adoration; the number of whoſe 
worſhippers is very conſiderable. This God has 
eftabliſhed certain Jaws, to which his votaries ſtrictly 
adhere, and pay the moſt implicit obedience z at 
leaſt, they proſeſs to do ſo. This Deity is not much 
worſhipped by the yulgar. They are too ignorant 
to diſcern and acknowledge his divinity; and, con- 
fequently, are not ſo ready to pay him that adoration 
which his true votaries are ſuppoſed to do. This God 
is known and worſhipped by a certain claſs of men, 
who call themſelves Gentlemen, by the high title and 
founding appellation of HONOUR.—A' God like 
fome idols that we read of, who have eyes, but ſee 
not; ears, but hear not; hands, but handle not; and 
feet, but walk not, Indeed he is a very placid Being 

alſo; not offended at little crimes. His votaries may 
curſe, ſwear, and blaſpheme; drink, whore, game, 
cheat, and lye; they may violate the moſt ſacred ties 
of friendſhip, and the bonds of civil ſociety; and yet 
be true worſhippers of him, The laws of this Deity 
come in aid of all human laws; for none of them 


1 


are ſo refined. as to touch thoſe crimes which his take 
cognizance of, But if his votaries be accuſed of any 


crime, however guilty they may be, they are licenſed 


by this God to run their accuſers through the 
body with a ſword, or to blow their brains out with 
a piſtol, Indeed, theſe are ſome of the ſacrifices with 
which he is moſt delighted; and for which he con- 
fers ſome ſignal mark of his favour, I aſſure you, 
fir, I have known ſome of the worſhippers of this 
Deity, when accuſed of criminal actions, to filence 
their accuſers with a bare declaration, „Sir, | am a 
Gentleman, and a Man of Honour!“ Enough indeed 
to ſilence a hundred rafcal'y accuſers, if they have 
Nothing more to charge a man with, than a breach 
of the whole ten commandments :* for theſe are too low 
and mean for a Man of Honour to pay any attention 
to, or to govern his conduct by, 


Do you think n me ludierous, fir? Indeed J am not: 
for I have known perſons guilty of all the above 


crimes, and yet retain their title of Men of Honour. 


This is the tyrant of which men voluntarily make 
themſelves the abject ſlaves! This is that zhing called 


Honour, by ſome men I- O thou deteſtable monſter 
and deJuder of mankind | Thou art the baſe ſubſtitute 


for what is truly honourable and amiable in men; 
and doſt dignify the moſt atrocious crimes with the 
falſe appellation of the name thou haſt aſſumed, Thou 


haaſt uſurped the throne of the hearts of many: thou 


haſt driven from thence every noble, every virtuous 
principle; and haſt ſubſtituted thine own arbitrary 
mandates in their ſtead. Shame on the men, who are 
thus led by thee, and are become thy willing vaſſals! 


The Religion of an Infidel, whether he be called 
a Deiſt, or a Man of Honour, as they alike reject 


9 Revela- 
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Revelation, is no better than a Pagan's. However 
ſueh a perſon may talk of a Deity, or a Supreme 
Being, he in reality acknowledges none, but an 
imaginary one. He is, therefore, deſtitute of the 
firſt principle of moral Actions; not conſidering 
himſelf accountable to any being ſuperior to himſelf. 
Conſequently, he cannot be obedient to the laws of 
the ſtate in which he lives, from any higher motive 
than convenience. When it is more convenient to him 
to violate than to keep them, and he can do it with 
impunity, he will not ſcruple to do it. Being void 
of the firſt principle of moral conduct, all his prin- 
ciples of action muſt be of an inferior and a ſubordi- 
nate kind, to be diſpenſed with at will, Can ſuch 
a perſon be a worthy member of ſociety, or deſerving 
of any confidence ? He has nothing to reftrain him 
from any immoral action, when impelled by his paſſions, 
but the fear of ſhame, loſs, or puniſhment : motives 
too inferior for a Man of true Virtue or real Honour 
to be influenced by. I am fully perſuaded that I do 
not exaggerate, in giving this account of an Infidel's 

principles, religious and moral, if he bea profeſſed 

one, 


I purpoſe to trouble you with one letter more, and 
ſhall then leave what I have written upon your mind ; 
hoping ybu will give it the conſideration the 228085 
tance of the ſubject requires, 


J am, 
_ SIR, 


your moft humble ſervant, 
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Acknowledge that I have already treſpaſſed too 
long upon your time and patience ; eſpecially as 
the ſubject of my late letters may not have been of 
the moſt pleaſing kind. Yet I cannot help violating 
the rules of politeneſs and decorum a little more, 
while I make fome further obſervations upon the 


ſubject; relying on your candour to excuſe the liberty 
I take hetein. 


1 would willingly perſuade myſelf, that you are 
not ſo fixed in the principles of Infidelity, as to be 
' paſt, all hopes of reclaiming, Were it a matter of 
mere ſpeculation or indifference, I ſhould let you 
enjoy your opinions and principles in quiet, But 
when I conſider, that it is eſſential to the welfare of 
an immortal ſoul, whether a man embraces true ideas 
of God, and right principles of Religion, or other- 
wiſe; I cannot juſtify myſelf, in letting a favourable 
opportunity ſlip, of endeavouring to convince you. of 
the danger you are in, from the errors 8 have un- 


7 n received. 


| Youth is the ſeaſon when a perſon's principles are 
often fixed for life: at leaſt, the mind is then more 
ſtrongly impreſſed than at any other period. It is 
ſurely, then, of the utmoſt conſequence to him, what 
principles he receives; and he cannot be too cautious 
| therein, leſt he ſhould embrace ſuch as may tinge his 
mind. with error, and give a wrong bias to his judg- 
ment, all his days. It is the time too, when a per- 
ſon is more warm and ſanguine in defending the 
opinions he firſt embraces ; eſpecially if they ſuit his 


| inclinations ; for his paſſions ate then more impetuous 
E 2 and 
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and headſtrong; and theſe often influence the judgment 
do a great degree. Reſtraint is an irkfome yoke to 
youth; which they bear with reluctance, if borne at 

all. Such principles; therefore, as give the greateſt 
ſcope for gratifying the paſſions, bid the faireſt for 
meeting the moſt welcome reception in the juvenile 
breaſt A thouſand temptations conſpire to induce a 
young man, if he have parts, and have had a liberal 
education, to embrace thoſe opinions which impoſe 
upon him the Jeaſt reſtraint: and the example of 
others ſtimulates him to imitation, He ſees, perhaps, 
that others indulge themſelves as their inclinations 
lead; and why may not he do the ſame? For this 
reaſon, independence on the authority of others, is 
a moſt deſirable thing to youth, and gladly to be 
embraced, when it offers. But, alas! a young man 
is not aware of the tendency of his conduct, till it 
is too late to retract his errors. Habits of vice and 
diſſipation are not eaſily eradicated; and if the judg- 
ment ſhould be convinced of the miſtake he is in, 
deſpair of ever reclaiming himſelf from his evil habits, 
and of getting into thoſe of virtue, prompts him to 
purſue the courſe he is in with greater ardour; till 
it terminate a ſhort life of vice and folly, in the 
utmoſt diſgrace, and in the flower of his age. 


'Wito, that has marked the progreſs of vice thus 
terminating the exiſtence of a once hopeful youth, 
can witihold his advice from thoſe, who are in danger 
of adding freſh inſtances to ſuch lamentable examples? 
Who can forbear to check, by all the means in his 
power, the ardour of ſuch purſuits; from which 
nothing but a ſhort blaze of mirth and jollity can 
be expected; and which muſt neceflarily yield a 
plentiful harveſt of remorſe, diſeaſe, ſickneſs, pain, and 
death premature ? — Excuſe me, my young friend, 


if 
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if I ſeem too earneſt in giving my advice. I ſee too 
plainly the tendency of the principles you have 
imbibed, not to be alarmed for the conſequences of 
their operation upon a young mind. I know that, 
under their influence, there is no ſecurity from any 
ſort of vice or gratification that the heart is ſet upon: 
nor any bounds to be fixed to the meaſure thereof; 
while inclination prompts, and opportunity invites: 
| Reſolutions againſt indulgences in vice are vain. 
'The mind ſoon becomes too much enflaved to reſiſt 3 
and the youth is hurried on by his paſſions, with an 
irreſiſtible impetuoſity, till he hath neither ſtrength 
nor inclination left to return. Stop, therefore, far, 
I intreat you; and conſider, whether you are not 
thus in danger of having all your high expectations 
in life blaſted, and the hopes of your friends frultrawsy 
from the principles you have adopted ? 


| What is the object of your purſuits? Is it happĩ- 
neſs? Learn then the way to true happineſs. Be 
aſſured it doth not conſiſt in the gratification of your 
ſenſual appetites and paſſions, to an exceſs which 
nature does not require, and reaſon cannot juſtify; 
nor in the more refined, intellectual pleaſures of the 
mind; which are no leſs dangerous in leading the 
ſoul aſtray: unleſs the principal object you have in 
view, be, to diſcover mote of the Wiſdom, Power, 
and Goodneſs of HIM, who created the univerſe for 
the diſplay of his own glory and perfections; and 
therein to challenge the praiſe and adoration of all 
intelligent beings, capable of contemplating his 
ſtupendous works, Science thus employed is both 
- rational and improving to the mind. But to gratify 
a vain curioſity, which leads the mind no higher than 
to pleaſe itſelf, by reſearches into nature, is an end 
unworthy a rational being; who has ſuch a vaſt field 
before it, and ſuch innumerable objects, all Pointing 
to the divine Creator of them. Such View 
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Nor does true happineſs conſiſt in the poſſeſſion of 
- riches, titles, fame, or honours; how abundantly 
ſoever a man may be loaded with them, Theſe can 
be, at beſt, but mere auxiliaries to a man's felicity ; 
but often are its bane. But true happineſs conſiſts 
in the ſoul being reſtored to the favour of God, which 
it had loſt; in being brought into conformity to his 
will, to which .it was at enmity ; in the recovery of 
the divine image, which fin had defaced; and in 
living in obedience to the laws of the great Governor 
of the univerſe. This is true happineſs, 


A perſon who, ſeeing the vanity, emptineſs, and 
unſatisfying nature of all eartbly enjoyments, has thus 
made choice of God for his portion, and is living to 
bis glory; has a well-grounded hope of happineſs 
hereafter: to which he may look, with confidence 
and ſupport, amidſt all the viciſſitudes of life, 
and the unavoidable cares, trials, afflictions, and 
troubles, with which he may be aſſailed: he may 
triumph over all, and challenge death to do his 
worſt, He has nothing to fear; for when the griſly 
King of Terrors has received his commiſſion to remove 
him from this vale of tears, he will then be tranſlated 

to a ſtate of perfect bliſs and immortality, and de : 
confirmed therein to all eternity, 


The way, the only true, infallible way, to obtain 
theſe great, important objects, is pointed out in the ” 
Volume of Inſpiration ; to prove the divine authen- 
ticity of which, has been the ſubjeC of theſe letters. 
Tf I have been ſo happy as to ſucceed, I ſhall con- 
ſider myſelf as amply repaid for my labour. If not, 
1 ſhall have the conſolation to reflect, that I wrote 
them with a good intent, and ſhall lament my failure 
of ſucceſs, | Do 
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Do you deſire a miracle to convince you, that the 
Scriptures weng written by the Inſpiration of God ? 
Behold a ſtanding one, in the people of the Jews! 
Of whom it was foretold, many hundred * before 
the event took place, that, upon their rejection of 
Chriſt, the promiſed Meffiah, their temple and the 
city of Jeruſalem ſhould be deftroyed, with ſuch 
marks of divine indignation as were never before 
manifeſted; and that they ſhould be diſperſed into 
all nations. In which ſtate they ſhould long con- 
tinue, without any civil policy or government, nation 
or temple of their own, This, fir, is an abiding 
miracle, to confirm the truth of Scripture Prophecy 

and alſo a monument of the vengeance and cutſe of 
| God upon thoſe who reject the Saviour of ſinners, 

whom he hath anointed for that purpoſe. It were 
well, if all who ſee theſe diſperſed, rejected, unhappy 

| people, were led thereby to conſider how they f@ 
incurred the divine diſpleaſure ; and to endeayour te 
eſcape their judgment, by wohin their crime, 


This miracle has puzzled the minds, and nonpl uſſed 
the reaſon, of thoſe who were ſolicitous to get rid of 


Revelation, in all ages; and eſpecially of one of the 


reateſt Infidels that ever wrote in this kingdom. 
He freely confeſſed he could not account for the diſ- 
perſion of the Jews. He ſaw, and acknowledged ſuch 
an event was foretold in the Bible; that it took place 
at the period, and upon the occaſion, foretold; and 
that it had continued for 1700 years. Hiſtory aſſured 
him of this; and he had ocular demonſtration of the 
|; fact at that day,—ls it not ſurpriſing then, that this 
conviction ſhould produce no other good effect? that 
it did not lead him to inveſtigate other parts of Serip- 
ture with more candour and leſs prejudice? For 
innumerable other facts are there recorded, which 
were as certainly erco, with their conſequent 


effects, | 
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effects, as the diſperſion of the Jews. But ſuch is 
the blindpeſs and obſtinacy' oh, the hupan heart, and 
its enmity againſt God; that hey fre from the only 
light 3 diſcovers the glorious Majeſty of the 
divine Näture, the rich diſplays,of hisnperfections i in 
the works of creation, and the juſtigę id equity of 
bis moral government of the world 1d above all, 
the glorious plan of man's Redemption from ee 
wrath, by and through a Mediator. A myſtery which 
the angels defire to pry into; but which Man, wha 
alone is intereſted e treats with neglect and 


| e 17 oo 8 


I ME 


1 well 30 1 1 vou, 5 , to be of that happy 


f wumber; who ſee and embrace the offers of mercy in 
the goſpel ; and who ſubmit to the ſceptre of Him, 
whom God hath appointed to rule and to ſave his 
people from their fins, I N with the moſt ardent 
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Four fai thful friend, 
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and humble ſervant, 
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